
This circular walk does not follow a public 
footpath but a private walk over a particularly 
beautiful part of the Nannau estate, which 
dates back to the twelfth century.

The public have been invited to use this walk 
by the estate since 1890 on the understanding 
that they observe the country code, follow 
the route indicated and use the proper access. 
Please keep dogs on a lead.

The Precipice Walk is one of the famous 
attractions of Dolgellau. It passes through 
an interesting variety of habitats which 
include deciduous woodland, a conifer 
plantation, meadows, lakeside and sheep-walk. 
But the main attraction of the walk is the 
incomparable views down the Mawddach 
Estuary and of the principal mountain ranges 
of Snowdonia.

To the north are Snowdon and the 
Moelwynion, to the west is the Rhinog, 
immediately south is the long scarp of Cader 
Idris, while to the east lies the Aran and Arenig.

It is a contour walk in that the path roughly 
follows the level of the 800ft contour line, 
so there is not much climbing or descending 
involved and it is an ideal walk for the 
whole family. The precipice, along part of the 
western side, is by no means as terrifying as it 
sounds but walkers who suffer from vertigo 
may need some assistance along this section.

Mawddach Estuary

www.snowdonia-npa.gov.uk

Snowdonia National Park Authority, National Park Office, Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd LL48 6LF    Telephone: 01766 770274

Precipice Walk, Dolgellau -  page 1 of 3

© Crown copyright 2016 OS 100022403

Distance: 3 miles - 5km (circular walk).
Terrain: Some rough, wet terrain. Wear appropriate footwear.
Time: Around 2 hours.
Grade: Moderate Leisure Walk.
Start/Finish: SNPA Car Park, Saith Groesffordd, Llanfachreth.
(SH 746 212).
Parking: SNPA Car Park (free parking, toilets).
Post Code: LL40 2NG.
Relevant Map: OS Explorer OL18 (Harlech, Porthmadog & Bala).

Precipice Walk, Dolgellau Moderate Leisure Walk



How to get there?
From the centre of Dolgellau, go over the big bridge and turn right 
towards Bala. After about 500m turn left across the road to the 
Library up a hill towards Llanfachreth. After about 2 miles, at the top 
of the hill, you will arrive at Saith Groesffordd car park on your left at 
the junction. There are toilets here and ample parking.

Please Remember
Though you are in the Snowdonia National Park, please 
remember that the path passes through the privately owned farm 
and grazing lands, where dogs are not welcomed unless under 
close control or on a lead.

    Start by leaving the car park at the 
Dolgellau end, where there is a path which 
turns right through Coed Cefndiwiog.

    After 250m follow the lane to the left.     Continue for a further 300m following the 
path left passed Gwern Offeiriaid house.
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    Follow the path up and right through the 
woods. After 100m go through a gate into an 
open field.

    Follow the path towards Llyn (‘lake’) 
Cynwch turning right up the hill following the 
stone wall.

    Continue to follow the the path along the 
stone wall. There are a number of ancient oak 
trees with important populations of lichens 
and mosses growing on them in the parkland 
on the right.

    After 350m, go through a gap in a stone 
wall where you will soon have fine views 
looking North over the Natural Resources 
Wales Coed y Brenin (‘King’s Forest’).

    Follow the path left at the signpost 
directed towards the old copper mine of 
Glasdir and the Forestry Commission’s Tree 
Garden.

    Follow the path enjoying views of the Afon 
(‘river’) Mawddach in the valley below for 1 
km until you reach a wooden gate.

    Continue along the path through a gate in 
the stone wall.

    After 500m go through a gate in a stone 
wall and continue down towards Llyn 
Cynwch.

    Go through the gate and continue along 
the path for another 500m until you reach 
the head of the valley with spectacular views 
of the Mawddach estuary.

    At the end of the lake, you will re-join the 
path you started on. Retrace the path back 
to the car park.

    When you reach Llyn Cynwch, turn left 
and follow the path around the northern 
edge of the lake.
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